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Madagascar!

BRONX ZOO EXHIBIT FACT SHEET
HABITAT:
Madagascar! represents a dazzling reproduction of intriguing habitats on the world’s fourth largest island, located off Africa’s east coast and will highlight the extraordinary array of Madagascar’s wildlife and the many threats and challenges to species conservation.  The exhibit will delight guests with a display of colorful and exotic creatures from this “eighth continent” and inspire a conservation ethic by illustrating the threats to the island’s biodiversity and the urgent need for WCS and others to protect its wildlife and wild lands.
EXHIBITS:

Only In Madagascar

This introductory exhibit to Madagascar! orients guests, through graphics and video, to the island’s geography and distinctive assemblage of wildlife, the vast majority of which exist nowhere else. 

Animals Exhibited: pinstripe damba

Conservation Trail

This path through the exhibit’s rich interpretive experiences interweaves varied learning opportunities for guests to engage, both emotionally and intellectually, in the wonders of Madagascar and WCS’s conservation activities. 

Tsingy Cliffs

This dramatic entrance gallery features spectacular limestone cliff formations extending a full two stories high, a striking habitat for Coquerel’s sifaka, a critically endangered species of lemur that inhabits the northwest forests of Madagascar. Sifakas have a unique mode of locomotion-- called vertical clinging and leaping—where they use their powerful hind limbs to leap from tree to tree.

Animals Exhibited:  Coquerel's sifaka
Tsingy Caves
Drawing guests deeper into the exotic world of Madagascar, the Tsingy Caves introduces one of the island’s most dramatic habitats: an underground limestone cave created by the eroding effect of rivers and seeps over thousands of years.  As guests navigate the dim passageway, they will come upon giant Nile crocodiles.

Animals Exhibited:  Malagasy killifish and Malagasy tree boa

Crocodile Pool
Placed at eye level, a 15,000-gallon tank in the Tsingy Caves brings guests face-to-face with a 13-foot-long giant Nile crocodile lying in wait for its prey in the darkness of the cave.
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Small Wonders, Big Threats
This gallery introduces, at child’s eye level, an array of living gems: tomato frogs, leaf-tailed geckos, rainbow fish and other fascinating creatures that introduce the diversity of Madagascar’s wildlife.  The exhibits is set into a high-tech surround "theater-in-the-round" with dramatic video portraying the island’s animals in their native environments contrasted with scenes of habitat destruction and the threats to Madagascan wildlife. 

Animals Exhibited:  mouse lemur, lesser hedgehog tenrec, Malagasy killifish, white fin rainbowfish, tomato frogs, Madagascar giant day gecko, golden mantella, painted mantella, blue-leg mantella, and leaf tailed gecko.
Spiny Forest
In this gallery, the centerpiece of the exhibit, guests enter a bizarre arid forest of spiny trees found in Madagascar’s dry south.  There they encounter a diverse range of animals, including a dozen charismatic ring-tailed lemurs, a pair of brown lemurs, radiated tortoises, and two bird species: the Madagascar red fody and greyheaded lovebird.

Animals Exhibited: ring-tailed lemur, brown lemur, gray-headed lovebird, Madagascar red fody, radiated tortoise.  

Baobab Tree

Within the Spiny Forest gallery, guests can step into a “cockroach tree,” a fabrication of the oddly shaped baobab tree, where they will view a glass-enclosed collection of Madagascan hissing cockroaches.

Animals Exhibited: hissing cockroaches

Discovery Zone

At the central point of the Conservation Trail, this child-focused interactive area provides an opportunity for hands-on exploration through educational activities designed to spark curiosity and foster learning in Madagascar!
Observation Station and Tortoise Nursery

This interactive display brings guests inside a “WCS field hut” in the Spiny Forest for a close look at the science behind conservation.  Here they can learn how scientists use observation of lemur behavior as part of conservation efforts in the wild.  Guests can also view a “nursery” where juvenile radiated tortoises are raised and protected. 

Animals Exhibited: ring-tailed lemur, radiated tortoise, four-lined plated lizard, spiny-tailed iguana, spider tortoise (aka pixie tortoise)

Masoala
A dramatic final gallery, here guests will experience a re-creation of the Masoala National Park, critically important to many of Madagascar’s species and a site of WCS’s field conservation efforts for more than a decade.  A habitat formed around a cascading waterfall is home to a small group of vociferous red-ruffed lemurs, and a separate habitat hosts a pair of fossa, a unique mammalian predator found only on Madagascar. 

Animals Exhibited: red ruffed lemur, fossa
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Fossa Forest

Within the Masoala exhibit, guests will encounter a pair of animals rare in zoos.  The fossa, the largest mammalian predator on Madagascar and a relative of the mongoose with catlike features, is one of the unique and threatened species of the island nation. 

Animals Exhibited:  fossa

Masoala Cascade

The Masoala gallery waterfall will flow into a 1,000-gallon elevated pool filled with colorful cichlids, unusual freshwater fish found in Madagascar.

Animals Exhibited:  spotted damba, red-sided damba, saro cichlid, fony cichlid

Conservation Pathway

As guests depart Madagascar! and return to Astor Court, this pathway provides a final photographic opportunity in a reflective setting.

Great Hall

Featuring the historic architectural elements of the building, this grand 4,600-square-foot multi-purpose room in the Lion House is the largest indoor meeting and event space at the Bronx Zoo.  The refurbished century-old trusses, two-story windows and ornamental animal sculptures are visible to guests assembled for WCS meetings, community events and private functions in this flexible and fully accessible venue with a seating capacity of 230 people.

Executive Meeting Room

This glass-enclosed meeting space within the Great Hall provides a bird’s eye view of the dramatic architecture of the Lion House, including a close look at the interior sculptures and other historic architectural features.  This upper level room affords a flexible space for use by WCS and community groups.

Lion Garden

This courtyard along the west side of the Lion House enhances the historic architecture of the building’s exterior.  The sentinel lion sculptures, relocated from their original placement at the Lion House’s south entrance, are the new focal points of the garden. 
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